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The creation of the European Journal of Biochem- 
istry was decided by the Council of FEBS at its third 
meeting held in Warsaw in the Spring of 1966. 
The Journal was meant to, and does indeed, publish 
papers on fundamental aspects of biochemistry or 
molecular biology, or describing new methods or con- 
cepts applicable to biochemical problems. The Journal 
accepts papers from any country - European or not - 
whether or not the author is a member of FEBS. The 
Journal accepts original papers concisely written and 
in final form. 
The Journal is published by Springer-Verlag on 
behalf of FEBS. The Federation owns the copyright 
and is responsible for the scientific policy of the 
Journal. More than 40 volumes* of 600 pages each 
have now been produced and the total circulation of 
the Journal is close to 2500. 
The Journal has achieved a most useful goal in 
bringing the activities of many European biochemical 
laboratories to the world’s attention. Its ‘impact 
factor’ has been among the highest of all European 
biochemical journals [see Garfield, E. (1972) Science 
(Wash. D.C.), 178, 471-4791. 
The Journal has also proved to be an excellent 
meeting place for close and friendly cooperation be- 
tween more than a hundred editors and advisers who 
have worked for its success. 
The published manuscripts come from Europe 1 
mainly (about 85%), mostly from continental Europe 
(more than 70%). In spite of this, English is used by 
97% of the authors, as compared to 76% only when 
the Journal started. 
The Journal has developed very rapidly, and will 
publish 6000 printed pages in 1974, i.e. about as much 
as was published by the oldest American biochemical 
journal when the European Journal of Biochemistry 
started. 
The future of scientific publication is a matter of 
concern to publishers, editors, authors, readers and 
libraries also. New forms of publication will have to be 
considered but may prove less convenient than conven- 
tional journals in the world-wide dissemination of 
scientific information. The Journal has already made 
use of a data-deposition scheme, in collaboration with 
the Bibliothsque du C.N.R.S. in Paris. 
It is a pleasure for the editor-in-chief of the Journal 
to thank all those who have helped in so many ways: 
editors and advisers, Dr Mayer-Kaupp and his collabor- 
ators in Springer-Verlag, Wiesbadener Graphische Be- 
triebe, and of course the staff of the editorial office, 
in Liege and elsewhere. 
Liege, 5 February 1974 
* 
Volumes 
1967 March 1,2,3 (part) Vol. 1 & 2, 500 pp 
1968 3 ctd, 4, 5,6 3 550 PP 
1969 7,8,9,10,11 4- 600 PP 
1970 12, 13,14, 15, 16,17 
1971 18, 19,20,21,22,23,24(part) 
1972 24 ctd, 25,26,27,28,29,30,31 
1973 32,33,34,35,36,37,38, 39,40 
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FEBS Letters 
S.P. DATTA 
Managing Editor 
The decision to start FEBS Letters was taken in 
1967 as is related by W.J. Whelan in this issue (pp. 
154-l 59). The modus operandi decided upon was 
that papers might be submitted to any of the Editors 
who might accept them on his own responsibility, 
after consulting a referee if he wished. If, however, 
the first Editor wanted to reject a paper then he had 
to be supported by a second Editor. This system has 
continued to operate satisfactorily. 
That there was a need for another journal for rapid 
publication of short, essentially complete, papers is 
shown by the rapid expansion that has occurred since 
July 1968, when the first issue was published. Up to 
the present 38 volumes* of 360 pages have come out. 
In 1973 about 1323 manuscripts were submitted to 
the Editors. Although the majority (over 75%) of the 
papers published come from Europe the journal is 
truly international and contains papers from all over 
the world. The Editors, similarly, are a very internation- 
al group, being spread from Moscow and Rehovot to 
Madison, Wisconsin, and Buenos Aires. Although the 
Journal will publish papers in English, French or 
German, by far the greatest number are in English. 
Apart from short original papers FEBS Letters has 
published a number of Review Letters and Meeting 
Reports. The aim of these has been to provide non- 
specialists with a convenient way of keeping abreast 
of developments in various fields. This activity, it is 
hoped, is of particular value to teachers of Biochem- 
istry. 
The main rewards for the Managing Editor have been 
establishing friendships with the Editors, of which we 
have had 24, and having contacts with countless authors 
The continual flow of papers submitted has never 
allowed him to wonder how the next issue was to be 
put together. While it would be wrong to say that there 
have never been difficulties, FEBS’s relations with the 
publishers have always been good and it is grateful to 
many individuals at North-Holland for their continuing 
efforts. Particular thanks must go to E. van Tongeren 
and M. Frank at North-Holland who entered into the 
venture with such enthusiasm and to Miss Anna Straker 
in the Managing Editor’s office who has kept everything 
in order there. 
* 
1968 July 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
Supplement 
Supplement 
Volumes 
1,2 (part) 
2 ctd, 3,4,5 
6,7,8,9,10,11, 12 (part) 
12 ctd, 13, 14, 15,16,17, 18, 19 
20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28 
29,30,31,32, 33,34,35, 36,37,38 (part) 
Computing Techniques in Biochemistry 
Supplement to Volume 2 (1969), 71 pp. 
Index of Biochemical Reviews 197 l-72 
Supplement to Volume 33 (1973), ix + 66 pp. 
Master Index to Volumes l-10, July 1968-October 1970. 1972,91 pp. 
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FEBS Symposia publications, 1964-1969, 1971-1973 
.l. 1964, London. Publisher: Academic Press, London & New York. 
No. 1. ‘Structure and Activity of Enzymes’, eds. T.W. Goodwin, J.I. Harris and B.S. Hartley, 1964, viii t 
190 pp, & 1.90. 
2. 196.5, Vienna. Publisher: Pergamon Press. 
No. 2. ‘Antibodies to Biologically Active Molecules’, ed. B. Cinader, 1967, viii t 424 pp, ;E 6.00. 
No. 3. ‘Cyclitols and Phosphoinositides’, ed. H. Kind& 1966, vi t 80 pp, g 1 .OO. 
No. 4. ‘Biosynthesis of Aromatic Compounds’, ed. G. Billek, 1966, x t 142 pp, g 1.50. 
No. 5. ‘Ribonucleic Acid - Structure and Function’, ed. H. Tuppy, 1966, v t 150 pp, % 1.50. 
3. 1966, Warsaw. Publishers: Academic Press, London & New York, and PWN - Polish Scientific Publishers, 
Warsaw. 
No. 6. ‘Genetic Elements. Properties and Function’, ed. D. Shugar, 1967, x + 362 pp, % 4.20. 
No. 7. ‘Biochemistry of Mitochondria’, eds. E.C. Slater, Z. Kaniuga and L. Wojtczak, 1967, viii t 122 pp, 
g 1.75. 
No. 8. ‘Biochemistry of Blood Platelets’, eds. E. Kowalski and S. Niewiarowski, 1967, viii t 192 pp, 2 2.25. 
4. 1967, Oslo. Publishers: Universitetsforlaget, Oslo,. and Academic Press,‘London and New York. 
No. 9. ‘Regulation of Enzyme Activity and Allosteric Interactions’, eds. E. Kvamme and A. Pihl, 1968, 
viii t 170 pp, & 3.35. 
No. 10. ‘The Biochemistry of Virus Replication’, eds. S.G. Laland and L.O. Froholm, 1968, viii t 108 pp, 
2 2.50. 
No. 11. ‘Structure and Function of Transfer RNA and 5 S-RNA’, eds. L.O. Froholm and S.G. Laland, 1968, 
viii t 186 pp, 2 3.35. 
No. 12. ‘Cellular Compartmentalization and Control of Fatty Acid Metabolism’, ed. F.C. Gran, 1968, viii t 
116 pp, 2 2.50. 
No. 13. ‘Control of Glycogen Metabolism’, ed. W.J. Whelan, 1968, viii + 222 pp, % 3.35. 
No. 14. ‘Structure and Function of the EndoplasmicReticulum in Animal Cells’, ed. F.C. Gran, 1968, viii t 
100 pp, g 2.50. 
5. 1968, Prague. Publisher: Academic Press, London &New York. 
No. 15. ‘Gamma Globulins. Structure and Biosynthesis’, eds. F. Franek and D. Shugar, 1969, viii t 242 pp, 
g 3.25. 
No. 16. ‘Biochemical Aspects of Antimetabolites and of Drug Hydroxylation’, ed. D. Shugar, 1969, viii t 
296, g 3.75. 
No. 17. ‘Mitochondria. Structure and Function’, eds. L. Ernster and Z. Drahota, 1969, viii t 394 pp, g 5.00. 
No. 18. ‘Enzymes and Isoenzymes. Structure, Properties and Function’, ed. D. Shugar, 1970, x t 362 pp, 
% 5.00. 
6. 1969, B-ague. Publisher: Academic Press, London & New York. 
No. 19. ‘Metabolic Regulation and Enzyme Action’, eds..A. Sols and S. Grisolh, 1970, x t 382 pp, g 5.25. 
No. 20. ‘Membranes. Structure and Function’, eds. J.R. Villanueva and F. Ponz, 1970, viii t 154 pp, % 2.50. 
No. 21. ‘Macromolecules. Biosynthesis and Function’, eds. S. Ochoa, C.F. Heredia, C. Asensio and D. Nach- 
mansohn, 1970, x + 374 pp, g 5.00. 
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7. 1971, Vama. Publisher: Academic Press, London & New York. 
No. 22. ‘Virus-Cell Interactions and Viral Antimetabolites’, ed. D. Shugar, 1972, viii + 232 pp, g 4.00. 
No. 23. ‘Functional Units in Protein Biosynthesis’, eds. R.A. Cox and A.A. Hadjiolov, 1972, xii + 430 pp, 
e 7.00. 
No. 24. ‘Biochemistry of Cell Differentiation’, eds. A Monroy and R. Tsanev, 1973, x + 192 pp, g 4.00. 
8. 1972, Amsterdam. Publisher: North-Holland/American Elsevier. 
No. 25. ‘Analysis and Simulation of Biochemical Systems’, org. by H.C. Hemker and B. Hess, 1972, vi t 
460 pp, d.fl. 75.. 
No. 26. ‘Immunoglobulins: Cell Bound Receptors and Humoral Antibodies’, org. by R.E. Ballieux, M. 
Gruber and H.G. Seyen, 1972, vii + 104 pp, d.fl. 22.50. 
No. 27. ‘RNA Viruses: Replication and Structure. Ribosomes: Structure, Function and Biogenesis’, org. by 
H. Bloemendal, E.M.J. Jaspars, A. van Kammen and R.J. Planta, 1972, ix + 310 pp, d.fl. 55. 
No. 28. ‘Mitochondria: Biogenesis and Bioenergetics. Biomembranes: Molecular Arrangements and Trans- 
port Mechanisms’, org. by S.G. van den Bergh, P. Borst, L.L.M. van Deenen, J.C. Riemersma, 
E.C. Slater and J.M. Tager, 1972, vii t 414 pp, d.fl. 70. 
No. 29. ‘Enzymes: Structure and Function’, org. by J. Drenth, R.A. Oosterbaan and C. Veeger, 1972, vii + 
241 pp, d.fl. 45. 
Special Meeting. 
1973, Dublin. Publisher: North-Holland. 
No. 30. ‘Industrial Aspects of Biochemistry’, ed. B. Spencer, 1973, xviii + 972 pp (in a 2 book set), d.fl. 160. 
Practical Biochemistry in the Medical Course 
Edited by E.D. Wills 
A Report of the FEBS Summer School held on 22nd-23rd April 1968 at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical 
College, London, England. 
FEBS, London 1969,95 pp, 2 10 X 150 mm. 
The FEBS Information Bull&n has been issued as a broadsheet wice yearly since April 1965. 
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